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Location /
Manchester, UK
Date of Completion /
2011

Area/

100,000 m?
Architecture /
FoRM Associates
Interior Design /
FoRM Associates
Landscape /
FoRM Associates
Photography /
Rhys Wynne,
Web Aviation,
FoRM Associates
Client/

Peel Media

The new promenade designed by FoRM Associates is located in Salford Quays, an area which has been for a
long time on the industrial outskirts of Manchester and now is becoming a vital creative hub on the River Irwell.
The journey for the designers started from a major masterplan scheme based around the places and spaces
along one of the longest regeneration corridor in the UK — the River Irwell.

FoRM Associates in association with BM were commissioned to devise a vision for Irwell River Park — a new
£32 million urban river park to place Irwell at the heart of the city. Although cast as the lead designer, FoRM’s
role on the project went beyond the drawing board, having to ensure the complex client body remained agile,
motivated and committed to the vision, which will be implemented in phases over the next 15 years. The Irwell
River Park masterplan embraces the river as a catalyst for regeneration and renewal, creating a unifying
element that will reconnect the three boroughs of Manchester, Salford and Trafford and move the Manchester
City Region onto the world stage.

2011 was an important milestone for the designers, as the first section of the 8 km linear park was completed.
Trafford Wharf Promenade in front of Imperial War Museum North proved to be one missing piece in the
puzzle. Creating an important new strategic circulation loop in the Quays, the promenade designed by FoRM
links seamlessly to the new Media City foot bridge which connects Media City UK, the new BBC headquarters
development completed in the same year. The promenade acts also as a new setting for the Imperial War
Museum North, which has previously been accessed only via a parking lot and had little relationship to the
waterfront. Trafford Wharf promenade reoriented the building onto the water with a new entrance that already
now admits over 50% of the museum visitors.
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Floors: Resin Bonded Stone Aggregate Surfacing (Various Colours);

Walking Paths: Resin Bonded Stone Aggregate Surfacing (Various Colours);

Furniture: Monolithic Natural Granite Stone, Large Sections of Durable Hardwood Timber;
lllumination: Recessed LED Luminaries (Wall and Stairs), Lighting Columns Modullum Column Maxi;
Plants: Betula Pendula (Silver Birch), Mixed Ground Cover;

Others: Purpose Made Painted Steel Balustrades and Stainless Steel Balustrades
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Irwell River Park Concept
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Irwell River Park Masterplan
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Site Plan (Trafford promenade s located in the fed-circle/highlight of the Masterplan)
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